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13 September 2020      Proper 24A 

 

 

What is the necessary ingredient for a community to work? 

 

Gd looked upon the suffering of the descendants of Jacob in Egypt and sent Moses as Gd’s 

ambassador to the Pharaoh of Egypt.  In the end, Gd’s mercy brings them out of Egypt and 

preserves them from the army sent to bring them back.  For them Gd’s mercy led ton 

salvation. 

For the Egyptians, sadly, it led to death and disaster. 

 

Jesus addresses the issue of forgiveness and tell his followers our forgiveness is to be 

limitless.   

 

The parable of the king forgiving a servant, and the slave not forgiving another slave, could 

be seen as a slap at the religious leaders for any judgement they pass against fellow Jews 

who do not come up to their standards – whether it be the rich Jew and the poor Jew, the 

urban Jew and the rural Jew, the Jerusalem aristocracy and the rest of the Jewish people 

scattered across the lands of King Herod.  No matter what religion or country people belong 

to, there are always some who consider themselves superior and those who they see as 

lesser.  Those who grow up in such an atmosphere not only resent the people situated 

‘above them’ but can behave in the same way towards those who are ‘below’ them. 

 

Paul takes Jesus’ teaching and goes deeper with it.  

  

First, we need to understand the situation:    Meat was usually gotten at the temples after an 

animal was slaughtered and some of it burned in sacrifice, some of it given to the temple 

staff, and the rest sold.  The animals had been offered to pagan gods:  was it right to then 

eat the meat?  Should they be avoided?  As far as Paul was concerned, the Gd of Israel is 

Lord of all the universe, and the animals belonged to Gd no matter what deity they were 

sacrificed to.  Those deities didn’t exist – so the sacrifice doesn’t matter.   He acknowledged 

that some Christians might not be able to see things that way.  So when gathered for a 

community meal where some of the church is uncomfortable about having meat served, 

then take the meat away and serve what is good for everyone.  If you are comfortable eating 

temple meat, then do it at home.  Preserve the harmony of the community but adjusting for 

those who you might consider less ‘mature’ in the faith. 

 

If people come to that church dinner with only vegetables to offer – accept them with the 

same thanks you would give for the person who brings a platter of ribs.  This is about of 

economic status, and the poorer members of the community are to be as highly thought of 

and treated as those with some wealth.  They are all equal as Jesus’ family and the 

Household of Gd. 
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Forgiveness, harmony, humility.  These are necessary ingredients for a community to work. 

 

Baptism was the door out of a world of status and power and wealth for a few, and poverty 

and helplessness the state of most people, into a world where all are welcome, all are equal 

in terms of Gd’s mercy and love, all are forgiven in Christ.  A new world, a new age, that 

would heal the wounds of the old world, have food enough for everyone, a place where 

members of the community would share so that there were no needs among them but the 

wealth of some became a resource for others.  

Here would be forgiveness, harmony, humility, necessary ingredients for a community to 

work. 

 

 

I remember when what Paul is teaching became real for me.  It is not uncommon in church 

groups to pass judgment on other Christians, in our church or in other churches.  Usually it is 

because they do things differently or believe things differently.  I read this passage in 

Romans and realized this was precisely what Paul was speaking to to:  Christians are not to 

judge other Christians.  Only Jesus as the right to judge us. 

 

When we were involved in the questions about blessing same-sex unions, I wrestled with this 

passage from Paul.  If accepting was a sign of a mature faith, were we not supposed to set 

aside our ‘right’ so that those who were not able to agree would remain in fellowship? 

The question could be posed the other way as well:  if maturity recognized the limitations 

required to help us be more like Christ, then shouldn’t the “spiritually advanced” set aside 

their ‘right’ and allow the blessings to take place for the sake of the “weak”? 

 

That is when I realized the subtilty of justice issues when they come to us in the community 

of faith.  Some issues of justice are obvious, such as when one group of people in some 

country like Myanmar persecutes another group because of race or religion.  But with 

Church debates and disagreements we must also ask who are we preventing from 

approaching Gd, and is it ever our right to do that?  Does the position we would support lead 

to healing or division?  And if division is inevitable, how can we choose?  Depending on Gd’s 

mercy. 

 

So today we come face to face with a basic teaching of Jesus:  take the log out of your own 

eye – leave your sister’s eye alone.  I can only work to change my own attitudes.  I am 

responsible for my relationship with The Holy One.  I am to open the way so that others may 

be allowed their responsibility Gd – not to fence them out.  (And, of course, I mean You and I 

when I say “I”.)  
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The mistake the Church so often makes is trying to live for Gd under an old understanding 

and an old system, where judging others and requiring limits was the norm.  Even by Jesus’ 

time that basic message had changed:  in Jeremiah Gd announced there would be   no more 

“sins of the fathers” infecting subsequent generations. 

 

We are here to help each other as we journey in together.  Yet in our togetherness there is 

room and recognition that it is as individuals we come before Gd.  We will fall down and help 

each other up.  Forgiveness is crucial for us to journey together.   

 

What is the necessary ingredient for a community to work?  Forgiveness.  Forgiveness, 

harmony, humility.  These are necessary ingredients for a community to work.  And in the 

end, they are actions from one source:  Love. 

 

May the words… 

 

/Paula Porter Leggett. 12 September 2020 

 

 


