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“Show us the light of our countenance, and we shall be saved.” 
 
For thousands of years people have called upon something greater than 

themselves to come and set them free – save them – from whatever enemy, 

disease or disaster they are undergoing.  Through long nights and long days, 

across years and centuries they have cried.   

 
Trying to make a connection to our lives, all I can think of is the vaccine for the 

COVID 19 flu – people across the world crying out for the vaccine to immunize us 

so that we can “get back” to our lives.  I think about the processes of developing 

and testing the medicine before it can be made available – so that we can 

reasonably expect it not only to help us against the disease gripping the world, 

but also so that we will not be harmed or made worse by the cure.   

 
 
And while the pandemic has been hard on so many, while so many are struggling 

to survive the economic fall-out as well as the disease, I just can’t make the 

connection from it to the times of the writer of today’s passage from Isaiah.   

 
 
Or maybe we can.   
 
The Babylonians had been conquered by the Greeks.  The new king, Cyrus, has 

allowed the Jewish exiles to return to their homeland, and tasked them with 

rebuilding Jerusalem and the temple.  The original exiles journeying back will be 

seniors now, and it will be their children and grandchildren who will do the heavy 

work of reconstruction.  At the end of their journey, when they reach their long-

desired land, it is in ruins; Temple, City, farmlands and vineyards, untended or 

held by foreign transplants.  Instead of glory, ruin.  This was not what they had 

imagined. 

 



“Show us the light of our countenance, and we shall be saved.” 
 
The prayer voiced by these verses seeks Gd’s forgiveness and help so that they 

can do the work in front of them.  Despite infidelity in the past and the 

overwhelming reality of the present, he says, “Yet, O Lord, you are our Father” – 

we’re still your children and we need your help. 

 
“We are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hands.”  

What we are is what you made us and you have the power to remake us – to heal 

and reinforce and strengthen.   You are responsible for us, and we need your 

help!  “Show us the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.” 

 
 
Until this year, we would never have imagined our hospitals so swamped with 

patients; we would never have imagined closing our churches, we would be never 

have imagined silencing our songs.  We would never have imagined having to stay 

away from loved ones at any time, especially at the special times surrounding 

Christmas. 

 

Where is Gd in all this?  Why has Gd allowed this to happen?  How do we 

celebrate the One who was Messiah and Lord two thousand years ago and who 

continues to abide with us today? 

 

Most of us do not see Gd as the puppet-master behind the screen, pulling the 

strings and telling the story.  We don’t hold Gd accountable for the pandemic, but 

we’d sure like Gd to help us make sense of it.  We’d like Gd to give a boost to the 

researchers developing the vaccines.  

We’d like Gd to protect us while we continue to do the things that we believe Gd 

is calling us to do for the needy in our neighbourhood. 

 

 

 

 



 

Why has Gd allowed this to happen?  Are we Gd’s victims – or Gd’s children?  The 

pandemic isn’t punishment – though it may touch us deeply enough to influence 

how we move into the future, to consider how out-of-balance our living and way 

of living has been.   All of us are vulnerable to it – rich and poor, old and young – it 

is universal in scope.  And yet it has also brought into the spotlight that some are 

more vulnerable than others, and the injustices the systems we live by have kept 

sidelined are now front and centre, and maybe we will do something about it.  

How much death will it take before we do? 

 

 

Where is Gd?  Gd is with us.  That is what faith holds on to.  Gd can make sense of 

all these things.  St. Paul wrote “We know that all things work together for good 

for those who love Gd, who are called according to his purpose.”  So we trust that 

this is so and that, in time, we will gain the wisdom to look back and see it is true. 

 For the now, we hold on as a beloved family; we find new ways to put love in 

action, we find ways to carry on the work that the Holy One has given us.   F 

Advent is still a time when our longing for peace and justice is as real as the 

longing in Jesus’ day, and we hold on with hope remembering how Gd has 

answered in times past.  “For in hope we were saved,” Paul writes, “Now hope 

that is seen is not hope.  For who hopes for what is seen?  But if we hope for what 

we do not see, we wait for it with patience.” 

 

Patience, hope, wisdom.  These are the ingredients of our Advent, to which we 

add just one more:  prayer, trusting the Gd we know through Jesus.  “The Spirit 

intercedes with sighs too deep for words.  And Gd, who searches the heart, knows 

what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 

according to the will of Gd.” 

 

“Show us the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.” 


