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Greetings 
 
Epiphany shares light, Lent shares hope 
 The days during which we celebrate the coming 
of Gd to us in Christ Jesus continue from Feast of 
EPIPHANY on January 6th -- when we celebrate the 
coming of the Magi to the family still in Bethlehem, 
per Matthew’s account-- until February 17th, ASH 
WEDNESDAY when we begin Lent and move into a 
different “atmosphere.” 
 
 The season of Lent began so that people who 
had been separated from the church due to sin 
could be received back with the celebration of 
Easter.  Expecting Jesus to return at any moment, 
the first generation of Christians expected not to 
sin before his coming.  But over time the church 
had to wrestle with the reality of sin still at work in 
the world, still influencing people – even followers 
of Christ.  The persecutions of the church led to 
grievances with people who saved their lives by 
turning over church objects, like scrolls of Scripture 
or chalices, to the Romans. For years the bishops 
argued as to whether these people and other 
“sinners” could be forgiven and restored to 
baptismal grace.  In the end, it was agreed that 
they could, following a time of remorse and 
repentance.   
 

It wasn’t long before members of the churches 
wanted act in solidarity with them, perhaps 
recognizing that we all fail to walk in love in many 
ways that might not count as “sin.”  So Lent began:  
forty days before Easter (Sundays don’t count) like 
the 40 years in the wilderness or Moses’ 40 days on 
the Mountain, for prayer and reflection, and acts of 
restitution and reconciliation leading up to the 
Great Vigil of Easter. 
 
 Lenten disciplines that have been encouraged 
include:  making time for prayer by giving up a 
meal, and donating the cost of that meal to the 
needy; reading of Scripture or other devotional 
literature; attending an extra service during the 
mid-week; generosity to those in need; and 
reflecting on one’s own life and relationships in 
order to make new, life-giving choices.  In many 
congregations, Lent is a time for a special collection 
for the PWRDF as a corporate act of generosity. 
This year’s pandemic will create an opportunity to 
try new Lenten habits. 
 

    
 
 
 



Stewardship 
 
 At St. Alban’s we have seen miracles all year.  
Money arriving for Outreach programmes to 
continue and to increase their services just when 
needed, donations coming in for the roof so that 
we will be able to complete that project before the 
kitchen is flooded.  With all the restrictions we still 
have volunteers here daily receiving food goods 
and packaging them for delivery or use during the 
week.  Grants and gifts coming in to help us get the 
equipment we need to move from the Warden and 
the Vicar’s iPhones as the Sunday morning 
recording tech.  In the midst of challenges on many 
fronts, we continue to experience abundance when 
it is needed. 
 
 As we move into a new year this is a good time 
to consider what Christ is calling each of us to in 
the year ahead.  This includes making time to 
reflect on the service we have felt called to:                                 
+ is the call still there (is this still a joy to offer, do I 
still feel strong energy about this issue?). We are 
not always called to the same ministry for all time, 
our gifts and talents may be called in a different 
direction.  + Ministry is the work of all baptised 
people, all of us are “ambassadors of 
reconciliation” (see 2nd Corinthians 5 :), all of us are 
part of the Body of Christ in the world (see 1 
Corinthians 12 and 13).  Ministry is anything we do 
in the name of Christ, or because the love of Gd 
moves us to act.  + Ordained ministry is something 
for which some people are set aside for particular 
activities that encourage, guide and sustain the 
Church in her ministry of sharing the love of Gd in 
the world.   
 
 Ministry usually interfaces with the world, 
from the world of my local neighbourhood to the 
global community.  Often what we do for the 
church is a reflection of that ministry.  Offering our 
gifts for worship, hospitality, gardening, singing, 
administration and other things so that our church 
community might thrive for mission is, like 
ministry, something to which we are called and for 
which we are gifted, but also it is just part of being 
the family.   
 

Involvement in church-world is meant to help us 
as individuals and as the Body of Christ, in our life 
of faith and in our acts of ministry in Gd’s world. 
 
   Now is time to reflect and respond.  For example, 
“am I energized about care of our environment – 
what part of it? “ Some might feel a special care for 
Canadian wildlife and others for the global 
problems of climate change.  “Where can I get 
involved, and how can I best be involved – on the 
front lines or by writing letters of support or 
telephoning my MP?  Is there a group of people in 
our Diocese that share my passion I might want to 
connect with? “ 
 
 Our call to ministry, to serve as Christ’s hands 
and heart in the world, is as much a part of our 
stewardship as the treasure we share with the 
church in our financial commitments. 
 

Report from Treasurer  
 
“Our income, this period, exceeds our expenses by 
$14,116.10 (which is wonderful). Our Income, Year 
to Date is down slightly (short of the expenses 
incurred) by $3,788.18. We are doing well and 
holding our own.  The Lord is looking after us in so 
many ways.   
 
Thank you to everyone for continuing to keep our 
Parish and our Parish Family in your prayers.  Thank 
you also for your wonderful donations which help 
our Parish out so much.”  Treasurer: Sandy Scherban 
 

St. AlbAn’S OutreAch & AdvOcAcy 
 
  We hope to bring information about our Outreach 
& Advocacy “doings “with each edition so that we 
all will be up to date about the many faces of this 
ministry.  At present the Tuesday Community Meal 
is happening as a take-out, boxed meal.  In the 
October summary the average cost per meal was 
$4.42.  This was serving 340 people!  The team 
often leave a box for my Wednesday lunch and I 
can tell you the servings are more than you see at a 
dinner meal at my house – I usually can get 2 meals 
from one box! (Paula) 
 



Here is a list of the other things happening, which 
will be described in greater depth in upcoming 
CalendarNews editions. 
 
Wednesdays:  Hamper Program (COVID) 
Fridays:  Friday Lunch take-out (boxed);  
Friday Lunch Box Program (both cooked lunch) 
Sandwich Program and “Street Feet” 
Sundays:  Food deliveries around Richmond 
 
Throughout the week food is brought in and 
organized by our volunteers.  Since the COVID 
pandemic Paula has seen almost daily use of the 
Hall for food-related work.   
 

What does the Lord Require? 
Justice compassion: PWRDF 
 
   PWRDF is a faithful response by Anglicans to the 

needs of the world, and a living out of the 

baptismal commitment to strive for justice and 

peace among all people, and respect the dignity of 

every human being. We want to encourage 

Anglicans to see PWRDF as a charity of choice for 

global humanitarian and development response. 

We know that Anglicans care about the issues that 

our partners address – hunger and food security, 

climate action, preventive health, empowering 

women,  responding to emergencies  like the 

recent explosion in Beirut, supporting refugees and 

displaced people, walking solidarity with 

Indigenous  communities in Canada, and more.  

 

   PWRDF is grateful to have been included in the 

Charity Intelligence Top 100 Canadian charities for 

2019, and MacLean’s and MoneySense magazines’ 

ranking of best 100 Canadian charities for 2020. 

We are accredited by Imagine Canada and are a 

trusted partner of Global Affairs Canada. Anglicans 

can count on us to be accountable and transparent 

with the gifts they entrust to us.  

 
80 Hayden Street, 3

rd
 Floor, Toronto Ontario M4Y 3G2 

1-866-308-7973 
www.pwrdf.org 

Leading up to January 31 
 

  Our Vicar’s last day at St. Alban’s before she 
retires will be Sunday January 31st, 2021. We hope 
that our Church will be open to say our farewells 
and send best wishes to Paula.  We thank Paula for 
her dedication, and guidance through the last 2 ½ 
years here at St. Alban’s. We are so glad to have 
had her wisdom and many years of experience to 
help guide us through this troubling and confusing 
2020 year. We wish her all the best in her future 
endeavours. We are also happy to share with you a 
letter from The Most Reverend Melissa M. Skelton 
on the eve of Paula’s retirement. (Attached) 

 

  Envelope Subscribers:    

 Your 2021 envelopes will be available for pick-up 

at the back of the church when the church re-

opens. If you would like to pick them up from the 

office please call or email Jennifer in the New Year.   

If you are not an envelope subscriber and would 

like envelopes for 2021 please contact Thelma 

O’Keeffe at 604-274-7940 

Your 2021 Flower Chart is in the back 

of the church! 

Is this new to you? Flowers in the sanctuary are 

often given to celebrate special occasions and/or 

people in parishioners lives. Your gift for flowers 

helps the Altar Guild in this act of making our 

worship space lovely. We have a florist who 

provides our bouquets; please speak with 

Stephanie Christie about signing up for 2021 dates 

and the dedication you would like if you have 

chosen a week for flowers. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
“Sabbath, Rest and Recreation: - a video chat from 

our Vicar- the week after Christmas this will be 

posted on our website. 

“Sabbath time: Resting Time” ZOOM EVENT 

  January 2nd, 2021    Time: 10AM 


