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3rd Sunday after Epiphany    24 January 2021   

 

“Immediately Jesus called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the 

hired men and followed him.” 

  

Our journey through Epiphany has brought us to certain stories:  The call of Samuel last 

week, and today stories about Gd’ call to Jonah, and Andrew and Peter, James and 

John.   

 

The phrase Mark uses most often is “and immediately.”  “And immediately they left 

their nets . . .” and then ‘around the corner,’ “and immediately Jesus called them . . .” 

 

I wonder what we can learn from these stories - How do they connect to us?    

 

When I was a girl vacation Bible school, these stories were accompanied with stories of 

missionaries in Africa.  Missionaries are “called,” just like the disciples.  If the word 

‘vocation’ would have been used with kids, it would have meant missionaries and 

ministers. 

 

As I was growing up, “vocation” expanded to include doctors, lawyers, and teachers, 

with the implication of years of education, long working days and a dedication beyond 

the average of other professions.  

 

When I was a young adult, “vocation” meant a call from Gd to any of us and all of us, a 

call to dedicate ourselves and our daily work to Gd.  It meant learning about gifts of the 

Spirit and our own talents and skills; about discerning what we were doing or might be 

doing that was, in fact, ministry:  bearing the Christ-light in the ordinary places where 

we lived and worked, and sometimes discovering that Gd was calling us out of them 

into something new.   

 

Ministry is “where your bliss meets the needs of the world.”  Not all are called to be 

evangelists, not all are called to be clergy, not all are called to be healers, or teachers, 

or guardians, or philanthropists.  But all of us are called as servants of Christ to carry 

Gd’s love into the world – in acts of justice, healing, and generosity; in works of 

forgiveness, peace-making, and compassion for those who are poor, in need or ‘any 

kind of trouble” as one of the BCP prayers says. 
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Most of us are used to thinking of ministry as something that happens ‘out there.’  We 

think of ministry as something that happens ‘for others.’   What is vocation in this time 

when we are living within our bubble-boundaries?  It definitely puts a new spin on the 

old motto, “Think globally – act locally.” 

 

Not all of us are called to work with the hungry or those without shelters, or other 

“essential services” like these.  What about the rest of us?  Gd is not on “leave of 

absence” . . . and I believe Gd uses us in the places where we live day by day, hour by 

hour.   

 

 

A few weeks ago the Scripture invited us to explore the seventh day, the day of 

Sabbath, and to enter into it with the Holy One. 

 

Now we have moved into a new place with the invitation to explore ministry, explore 

the ways the Spirit calls us, the places she calls us to, the gifts and passions she gives 

us.  To pay attention to how we respond to Gd’s call in a time of pandemic and 

limitations. 

 

I don’t have answers – I can only ask the questions, reflect on what I have known and 

what I see, and then wait to be shown the way.   

 

We can all pay attention; take time because that is one of the ‘gifts’ of this period in our 

lives . . . 

 

 

 


